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answers to this question, for in only 12 of the 20 villages was there
a landowner owning 25 per cent, or more of the land. These con-
ditions are by no means typical of those w^e find when we take the
Survey Area as a whole.1
Any definition we might make of a landowner' is bound to be
very arbitrary. Perhaps it may be said in general that any one who
owns 25 per cent, or more of the total land in a vilkge is likely to
have a considerable social and economic importance there. Adopting
this as a criterion, wTe find in the Area that there are landowners in
50 villages, and only 16 vilkges are in the hands of numerous small
owners. Again, in 22 vilkges we find that nearly all the land (60 per
cent, or more) is in the hands of one owner. These big kndowners
are not all resident, in fact many of them are public bodies. In 17 of
the parishes in the Area a quarter or more of the land is in the hands
of such a corporation, in most cases an Oxford college. In one or
two cases the college bursars live on the college estates and show
an interest in village affairs comparable with that of a resident
landowner. The figures given may be suggestive as to the extent
to which the traditional organization of the English vilkge has been
preserved in our Area, and as to the tasks of the parish council
and the talent it is able to draw upon. But we are not able from
our data to draw any definite conclusions as to whether the parish
council flourishes in one type of vilkge rather than another.
(2). The rural district councils. The welfare of the rural parish is
intimately dependent upon the rural district council. In many re-
spects, as we have already observed, the district council should be
regarded as a federal organ through which a number of associated
parishes aim to fulfil their requirements in respect of most public
health and sanitary services. Although the parish council is not
represented as such on the district council, the parish is always the
electoral unit, each parish as a rule having one representative on the
district council. There are some exceptions to this rule, but they
are so few as to leave unimpaired the essentially federal character
of the district council. The smaller, purely rural parishes have a
representation which is much more than proportionate to thek
popuktion.                                           I 5 / <^t ^-"~~
The rural district council, although shorn of some of its powers,
notably its highway powers, by the recent Local Government Acts,
is still perhaps the local authority which most powerfully affects the
lives of English people living in rural areas, in virtue of its two main,
functions. These may be summarized as (a) the provision of all
1 See Appendix VI